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Thank you to Penni Pearson 
and Ann Marshal l   for 
sponsoring a rescue animal.  
Their contributions helped us 
to perform l i fe saving tests on 
one of our dogs.  I f  you would 
l ike to be a sponsor please go 
to our website:  
browncountypetrescueleagu 
e.org  for more information. 

Thank you to those of you 
who supported us by 
attending the Bark Crawl.   I t  
was a great success!  

Bella is looking for a home! She is a 7 month old pointer mix. 
If you are interested, please fill out the dog 

adoption application on our website at 
browncountypetrescueleague.org to meet her.

Lives YOU saved

Be Cautious of Rodenticides and Cold 
Weather Poisons 

The use of rat and mouse poisons increase 
in the fall as rodents seek shelter from the 

cooler temperatures by attempting to 
move indoors. Rodenticides are highly toxic 
to pets and, if ingested, the results could be 

fatal. If you must use these products, 
please do so with extreme caution and put 

them in places inaccessible to your pets. 
Many people choose fall as the time to 

change their car's engine coolant. Ethylene 
glycol-based coolants are highly toxic, so 
spills should be cleaned up immediately. 

Consider switching to propylene 
glycol-based coolants—though they aren't 
completely nontoxic, they are much less 

toxic than other engine coolants.

Tickets can be purchased at Haar's 
Pet Grooming & Animal Care Clinic



12 Helpful Dog Training Tips
1. Understand that a puppy is an infant dog

– not a miniature adult. Adjust your 
expectations accordingly, considering his 

physical and mental limitations. Before you 
know it, he will be grown up! 

2. Puppy-proof your house with baby gates, 
a crate, and/or a pen. Any time the puppy is 
not directly supervised, he should be in a safe 
place where he can’t get into trouble. Provide 

appropriate safe toys for him to chew. Nobody 
would think of giving a human toddler total 
freedom in a home, and puppies need the 

same careful supervision. Eliminating 
opportunities for accidents and destructive 

behavior will get you through the puppy phase 
with most of your stuff intact! This helps make 

sure that bad habits never get a chance to 
take hold. 

3. Dogs are not born understanding English. 
The new puppy you brought home two days 
ago has no idea what the word “no” means. 

Instead of expecting him to drop whatever it is 
he’s doing, show him what you want him to do 

instead. 
4. Learn about dog body language. Your dog 

may not be able to talk, but he can tell you 
how he feels. 

5. Train with high-value treats. You will be 
amazed at how much harder your dog will 

work for a tiny piece of chicken breast, cheese, 
or liver, compared to even premium 

store-bought treats. Those may work in 
distraction-free settings, but when the job gets 
more difficult, you need to bring out the good 

stuff. Training treats should be soft, so you 
don't have to wait for Rover to chew before 

continuing the lesson. 
6. Catch your dog being good. It’s easy to get 

caught up in scolding when your puppy is 
getting into trouble, but rewarding him out of 

the blue for being good lets him know he’s 
doing the right thing. 

 
 

7. He’s a dog, not a human. It’s their 
“doggyness,” not what we think of as their 
similarity to humans, that makes them so 

lovable. Dogs don’t think like humans. 
They do not plot acts of revenge; they are

just trying to do what makes them feel 
happy or safe. 

8. Dogs do the things that we reinforce. 
Those behaviors you don’t like? We 

usually have ourselves to thank. Owners 
inadvertently reinforce all kinds of 
undesirable things, from excessive 

barking at the doorbell to counter surfing. 
Keep leaving food within reach on the 

counter, and your dog will learn that it’s 
worth his while to check. 

9. Learn to be quick with treats and 
praise. If the treat comes more than a 
few seconds after your pup has done 

what you’ve asked, he has no idea what 
he did to earn it, or you may inadvertently 
reward the wrong behavior. He’s happy to 
take it, but you failed to reward what you 

were teaching. 
10. Always be happy when your dog 

comes to you, whether you called him 
or not. A common owner complaint is 

that the dog does not come when called. 
Never punish your dog when he comes to 

you, no matter what he did before. Call 
him in a happy, playful tone and reward 

big when he gets to you, with treats, a toy, 
or praise. 

11. Keep a positive attitude. If you are 
getting upset, your dog knows it! 

12. Provide the right amount of 
exercise and mental stimulation. Bored 
dogs get into trouble. For young puppies, 

mental stimulation is just as tiring as 
physical exercise and is safer for their 

growing bodies. 



We are always in need of more dog foster 
homes. We pay for everything and you help 

us save lives! Go to our website: 
browncountypetrescueleague.org for more 

information.

The KONG is a nontoxic, 
dishwasher-safe rubber toy with 

a hollow center. When stuffed
with food, it provides dogs with a 

healthy outlet for their natural 
desire to chew and lick. They 
come in different sizes and 

durability depending on your 
dog's chewing habits. As the dog

gets better at getting the food 
out, you can also freeze the Kong 

to make it harder for your 
pup. You can find many ideas and 

recipes on the web to keep it 
interesting. Kongs can be used to 

crate train, for boredom, for 
meals, etc... It's a great training 

tool-and it's dishwasher safe! 

1/2 Cup Cooked Chicken 
1/2 Mashed Potatoes 

1/4 Cup Frozen Peas and Carrots 
Mix all ingredients together and stuff into a KONG. Freeze 

for a longer lasting treat. 
*Will fill one to two Large or X-Large KONGs

Talese's Kitty Corner
We often get questions from owners regarding 
declawing their cat. We have found that many 

owners do not know exactly what is involved with 
the declawing of their cat, or the problems it may 

cause. We here at BCPRL do try to discourage 
owners from declawing. We thought we'd try to 

explain why that is and what some of the 
alternatives are. If you would like more in depth 

coverage of the information on the next page 
please visit: www.pawproject.org

Feline Fun
Is your cat always

trying to squeeze into 
places to hide? Then 

check out the Prosper 
Pet Cat Tunnel. With a 

5 star rating on 
Amazon, this toy 
boasts 3 spacious 

tunnels, built-in crinkle 
crackle paper, 

peephole & bell toy! 
This tunnel chute gives 
your kitty more ways 
to have fun. And stay 

out of trouble!



Before you make the decision to declaw your
cat, there are some important facts you

should know. Declawing is not like a
manicure. It is serious surgery. Your cat's claw
is not a toenail. It is actually closely adhered

to the bone. So closely adhered that to
remove the claw, the last bone of your the
cat's claw has to be removed. Declawing is

actually an amputation of the last joint of your
cat's "toes". Also, the tendons, nerves, and
ligaments that enable normal function and

movement of the paw are severed.  
 
 
.

What is declawing?

Is declawing painful 
for my cat?

Declawing is one of the most painful, routinely
performed procedures in all of veterinary
medicine. Declaw surgery is so predictably

painful that it is used by pharmaceutical
companies to test the effectiveness of pain

medications in clinical trials. 
Initial recovery after declaw amputation

surgery takes a few weeks, but even after the
surgical wounds have healed, there are often
other long-term physical complications and

negative psychological effects.

Are there risks with surgery?

Declaw surgery exposes cats to the risks of 
general anesthesia and complications of the 
surgical procedure, which include bleeding, 

infection, lameness, nerve damage, gangrene, 
extensive tissue damage, and death.

What are the potential 
complications with declawing?

Cats can develop behavioral 
changes and other problems after the 

declaw surgery. These behaviors include 
biting and urinating or defecating in 

unwanted areas outside of the litter box. 
They may also include chronic pain, joint 

stiffness, arthritis, and other 
post-surgical complications.

What are some alternatives?

A cat can be trained to use scratching 
posts to sharpen its claws without 

damaging furniture. Look at what the cat 
chooses to scratch on and duplicate it in your 
choice of scratching posts. If the cat chooses 
to scratch on the vertically oriented wooden
legs of a table, get a wooden scratching post. 

It's the same for carpet. Place a little catnip on 
the new post to entice the cat to use it. 

Reward the cat with praise, love and treats for 
scratching in the right place. A vertical 

scratching post should be at least 28-36" (1 
meter) high to allow the cat to stretch to its 

full height. Many cats prefer natural soft 
wood, such as a cedar or redwood plank, or 

posts covered with sisal rope. 
Regular nail trimming should help prevent 

damage to furniture. The cat's claws are clear, 
so it is easy to avoid accidentally trimming too 

deep and getting the quick. 
Nail caps called Soft Paws® or Soft Claws® 

can be glued painlessly to a cat's claws to 
prevent damage due to scratching. 

Double-sided Sticky tape like Sticky Paws® 
can be applied to furniture help deter a cat 
from scratching that surface. When the cat 

goes to scratch there, the tape feels funny to 
their paws and they learn not to use that 

surface anymore.


