
 With the help of your dona-

tions, we have been able to 

continue our food bank pro-

gram which helps lower in-

come families, veterans, and 

disabled people provide food 

for their pets during trying 

times. Everyone involved has 

been very appreciative and 

their animals are able to stay in 

their loving homes. 

 Thank you to everyone who 

has donated to help the ten 

abandoned kittens that have 

recently come into rescue. We 

are so appreciative of the peo-

ple who have taken these little 

ones into their homes to give 

Upcoming Events: 

● Photos for our “Hunks for 

Hounds” calendar are due June 

1st. Please consider participating 

if you love animals. You will help 

save more furry lives! 

● Save the Date:  Spayghetti and 

No Balls will be November 4, 

2017.  If you would like to volun-

teer to help with the event, please 

text Becky at 605-380-4086. 

● If you are interested in a puppy 

class ages 8 weeks to 4 months, 

please email us at: 

browncoprl@gmail.com.  Class to 

start soon! 

● The Roller Derby Girls will be 

taking donations for us at their 

May 20th match! Check our web-

site for more information! 

●Sunday, May 28, @ 1:00 pm.  

Fido and Me  Yoga.  Lean Body 

Barre—Hot Yoga. 224 1st Ave 

Meet Xander and Toby.  These two adorable 6 

month old  kittens are available for adoption.  If you 

are interested, please go to our website, 

www.browncountypetrescueleague.org and com-

plete the adoption application.   
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 Spring is kitten season! Every day we receive requests to take 

in cats and kittens who are in need. Unfortunately, we don’t 

have enough foster homes for all of them.  We are always in 

need of foster homes for cats and dogs. We cover all the ex-

penses. If you could open up your heart and home to save a 

homeless animal, please go to our website:  

www.browncountypetrescueleague.org and complete a foster 

application today.  

 Please help us cut down on our homeless pet population by 

getting your pets spayed or neutered.  At least 2.7 million 

dogs and cats are killed EVERY year be-

cause shelters and rescues don’t have 

enough space available.  If you need 

help with the cost of spaying or neuter-

ing, please contact us to see if you quali-

fy for assistance.  All information is con-

fidential. 

 
We are trying to determine whether there would be interest in doing early puppy 
classes (ages 8-16 weeks.) For more information please contact us! 605-228-2984 

The earlier you start training, the easier it will be! Learn how to handle the most urgent puppy 
training issues, including safe socialization with people and new things, puppy biting, house 
training, and chewing, all of which should be addressed during your puppy’s first three to four 
months of life. This class will give your puppy the best possible chance of growing up to be a 
calm, confident, and well socialized dog. 

Puppy Experience Curriculum 

[A] Household Training: House Training, Chewing, Barking, and Home Alone Problems 
(Separation Anxiety), Crate Training, Resource Guarding 

[B] Puppy Biting and Handling: Catch, Cuddle, Exam and Restrain your Puppy, Frustration Toler-
ance, Calming and Gentling 

[C] Manners & Safety Training: Puppy Obedience Training, Manners, Impulse Control, Boundary 
Training, Settle Down, Training Games  

[D] Safe Socialization: Socialization to People, Introducing New Environments, Calm and Confi-
dent Attitude, New Things 

Why So Early? 

1) Puppies must be thoroughly, yet safely, socialized to people so that later in life, they do not 
become wary or fearful of children, strangers, or men. The biggest window of opportunity for 
this is before they are four months old. 

2) Puppies must learn to be gentle with their mouths so they do not inflict serious injury on 
people or animals as their jaws grow substantially stronger. Puppies must learn bite inhibition 
early. It cannot be taught later in life. 

3) Puppies must learn how to live in a human home so they do not damage your belongings or 
suffer from separation anxiety. Start things off correctly before problems begin! 
  

Brown County Pet Rescue League         

301 South Dakota Street  

Aberdeen, SD 57401 



                    4 Good Reasons to Encourage Your Dog to Look at You 

The utility of having a dog who regularly checks in with you is undeniable. Communication is a two-way street, and 

checking in facilitates communication between your dog and you. Take, for example, the following circumstances in 

which Chili has learned to check in with me: 

 If she is unsure what to do in a given situation, Chili will check in with me by glancing my way and seeking eye 

contact for guidance. For example, faced with the unexpected rapid approach of a stranger, she might look to 

me for instructions on how she should respond. “Friend or foe? Should I worry? What’s your take on this situa-

tion?” I might ask her to come closer to me, or I might let her know it’s okay to go and say, “Hi.” 

 If she needs my help with something, she’ll check in by looking at me. If I’m not near her, she’ll seek me out. 

For example, if a toy has rolled under the couch and she can’t reach it, or if she wants the door to the backyard 

opened, Chili will capture my attention with eye contact in order to seek my assistance, rather than sitting and 

staring intently at the toy or the door, or whining or barking at the toy or the door. 

 If she wants to eat something. For example, if an item that looks like it might be edible unexpectedly falls to the 

ground – she’ll check in with me before diving in to gobble it up. That has proved especially useful on many 

occasions! 

 Before crossing a road or turning in a new direction. If I haven’t already let her know what I intend to do (by 

asking her to “Stop here,” “Keep going,” or turn “This way”), she’ll look toward me for clarification.  More infor-

mation on using “Checking In” when walking in our next newsletter. 

        Train Your Dog to "Check In" - By Nancy Tucker, CPDT-
 

In our last newsletter we recognized that getting your dog to walk on a loose leash is a struggle for many owners 

and that teaching your dog how to “check in” with you can help.  Here in part two, we go a little more in depth on 

how to accomplish this and make walking your pup a more enjoyable experience. (Part two of three.) 

Teaching your dog  to walk without pulling  By Nancy Tucker, CPDT-KA  

No one enjoys walking with a dog who constantly pulls. It’s terribly unpleasant and in some cases can be down-

right dangerous. Walking with a dog on leash can look like many different things: dog on the left in a traditional 

“heeling” position, dog on the right, dog in the front, dog zig-zagging with his nose to the ground . . . for the pur-

poses of this article, all are correct, as long as there is no tension in the leash. The goal is walking harmoniously 

with your dog – and “checking in” is the key ingredient to creating the type of relationship that is conducive to 

harmonious walks. You can help your dog develop the habit of frequently checking in with you simply by rein-

forcing the behavior. 

If your dog already pulls on leash, you’ll want to begin training the “check-in” behavior in a location with low dis-

tractions. In other words, start where your dog is most likely to succeed at looking at you. If he’s very excited 

about being out for a walk, he’ll probably be too distracted to start learning a new behavior in that context, so 

avoid starting the training while actually out walking. 

Loose Leash Walking Rules 

There are a few fundamental elements to loose-leash walking that will make the activity much more enjoyable 

for everyone involved. If you follow these basic rules, you will be more likely to succeed: 

- Be present! You’ve probably heard this before, but it’s worth repeating: Being present means putting your 

phone away during walks. You’re asking your dog to curb his enthusiasm for his version of social media – the 

kind he “reads” with his nose – in order to be more connected to you during your walk. The least you can do is 

be available to respond to his “check-ins” by paying attention. This also applies to times when you walk your dog 

with a friend. Chatting is lots of fun, but keep an eye on your dog and make him a priority – at least during the 

training period. 

- Carry rewards. Never under-estimate the usefulness of a treat pouch filled with at least a handful of yummy 

bits of food! My dog Chili already walks politely on leash and she has the check-in behavior down pat, but guess 

what? I still carry treats with me on every single walk we take. I continue to randomly capture and reward be-

haviors I like, and once in a while I’ll play a game of “find it” with Chili while we walk by tossing treats on the 

ground and letting her sniff around to find them.   

- Let your dog sniff. Few dogs get adequate daily physical exercise  from an on-leash walk. We humans move 

much too slowly for that (unless you’re running with your dog, of course.) That doesn’t mean that the walk isn’t 

an important part of your dog’s day—it’s a crucial information-gathering activity! Allow your dog to follow his 

nose. Let him investigate the scents he picks up, even if that means pausing for a moment while he inspects a 

blade of grass. 

Keeping these important elements in mind, in part three of our article , it will be time to start using the check-in 

behavior to teach your dog to walk politely on leash. 

 

Tip: Trainers often recommend that we stop moving forward if there is tension on the leash. The logic behind 

this is that by stopping we avoid reinforcing a pulling behavior. This technique is often successful in helping a dog 

learn not to pull; if he wants to move forward, he has to keep the leash slack. 

   Be part of something big!  Become a sponsor! 

For just $25.00 a year, you will help to provide food, supplies, and 

medical care for unwanted and homeless animals. Your entire dona-

tion goes directly to the animals’ care. We will send you a picture 

and story of one of the animals you saved. Please be a part of their 

lives- be their hero! 

Name:______________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________ 

City:________________  State:____  Zip:__________ 

Phone:________________  Email:___________________________ 

Please mail this form and your check to: BCPRL 301 S Dakota St. Aberdeen SD  57401 


